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Overview

"Ambassadors in Sneakers - A Young Leaders’ Transatlantic Summer Academy on Human Rights" is a four-week
educational program that brings together youth from Germany and the U.S.A. in the summers of 2017, 2018,
and 2019. The central focus is on the topic of human rights. It is against this background that participants learn
about both countries’ political structures and international networking. While travelling together in the U.S.A.
and Germany, the young leaders become familiar with important places and institutions that are significant for
developing and defending human rights. At a time when thousands are fleeing their homelands due to political
religious persecution, war, and famine, human rights and their violations are topics that young people often
question. During their trips, they meet activists, people affected by recent events, media representatives,
speakers, and politicians in Germany and the U.S.A., and have the opportunity to learn from them and with
them, thus helping gain a fuller perspective on the issues at hand.

“Ambassadors in Sneakers” with Kent Logsdon, Deputy Chief of Mission (center) at the United States Embassy in
Berlin, Germany (May 31, 2018)

The “Ambassadors in Sneakers” Transatlantic Summer
Academy on Human Rights was founded and
developed by the German-American Institute
Tuebingen (GAI or d.a.i.). It is a cultural and
educational institute that offers a library, further
teacher’s education, language courses, exhibitions,
and a diverse cultural program with concerts, talks,
lectures, and much more. The GAI cooperates with
the American Embassy in Berlin, the Government of
Baden-Wuerttemberg, and a variety of German and
American educational and cultural institutions. The
Goethe Institutes & Centers in the U.S.A., the Georgia
Municipal Association, and the City of Hampton, and
the Columbus-Muscogee Consolidated Government,
are also part of our network.

During to transatlantic sessions, participants will not
only become acquainted with students from southern
and northern Germany, but also with many people,
places and institutions from both sides of the Atlantic.
These interactions are important for the development
and advocacy of Human Rights. Participants will meet
activists, witnesses of the past, media representatives, contributors, and politicians as they discuss the
status quo of both countries and the possibilities of
community engagement. This opportunity has been
made available to current or alumni members of a
local youth councils, youth commissions, youth
parliaments, or youth advisory boards located in the
United States of America (Georgia and Alabama) and
Germany.
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Day One: Saturday, May 19, 2018 (Kiel, Germany)

May we introduce ourselves? We are the “Ambassadors in
Sneakers 2018.” TeamUSA consists of ten young Georgians, two
young Alabamians, and two chaperones, while Team Germany is
made out of four Schleswig-Holsteinians and eight BadenWuerttembergians with two chaperones. Today, we finally all
met each other in person in Kiel, the capital of SchleswigHolstein.
Edna Rutland at Brandenburg Gate in Berlin,
Germany (May 31, 2018)

While TeamUSA was working their way through immigration
and customs in Hamburg, TeamGERMANY got ready to provide
a warm welcome to their transatlantic peers at Kiel train station
a few hours later. We spoke about what it takes to be good
hosts, set up our group meeting room and made welcome signs.
Walking back together to the hostel, for the first time as a full
transatlantic team, we already connected and knew right away,
there is so much to learn from one another. At the hostel dinner
was inhaled (after a loooong day, everyone was really
hungry!!!), rooms keys were handed out, and after a short
round of introductions and icebreakers everyone was more than
happy to go to sleep early. We are excited about the days to
follow. Keep in touch!
Contributing Writers
Edna Rutland, Macon-Bibb County Youth Commission
Fuerozan Naderi, Heidelberg Youth Council

Fuerozan Naderi at Brandenburg Gate in Berlin,
Germany (May 31, 2018)
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Day Two: Sunday, May 20, 2018 (Kiel, Germany)
“Germans are like coconuts, tough
on the outside sweet on the inside,
Americans are like peaches sweet on
the outside with a tough center.”

AiS Founder Ulrike Krone during introductory training session at the Youth
Hostel in Kiel, Germany (May 20, 2018)

That’s what we learned today, but
despite all of our differences we
actually aren’t that different at all.

Our day started with breakfast, more importantly, bread or “brot”. That was by far a big hit with Team USA, we
honestly spent about an hour, collectively talking about bread. After our delicious “brot”, we had icebreaker
games. We were slightly nervous, especially because we didn’t really know each other all too well, but that
quickly faded as time went on. The best part of the day had to be walking in the park, we got to absorb a little
of the city and get a little sunshine. The most interesting part of the day was learning about the different youth
councils and how they operate. We got a little insight on the many differences and similarities in how our
councils are run. It was very interesting, and we can’t wait for the rest of the Week!

Contributing Writer
Ulrike Krone, Deutsch-Amerikanisches Institut Tübingen
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Day Three: Monday, May 21, 2018 (Kiel, Germany)
Strolling through the city in our book bags and sneakers, the City of
Kiel was not the only thing that was glowing in the sunshine. All of
the Ambassador students were excited to explore the harbor city
and got to learn many insightful things about the city. For example,
did you know that Kiel is one of the oldest cities in Germany (about
700 years) yet it doesn’t have very old architecture because it was
also the most bombed city in World War II? Neither did we until
we heard the enriching history of Kiel through an exciting tour.
Nida Merchant at Brandenburg Gate in
Berlin, Germany (May 31, 2018)

Our hearts melted at a local church and we stuffed our faces at the L'Osteria Italian restaurant. Later, we
separated and explored the cities on our own. Many of us walked around the city, stopped for some delicious
ice cream, and relaxed by the lakes.
Later, we met up and met the Youth Council of Kiel in a
Botanical Garden where we discussed the policies and
procedures of the council and discussed our own precedes
in comparison. The Youth Council of Kiel did many great
projects, for example, the Special Olympics for people with
disabilities. Furthermore, the so-called 'Junger Rat' did some
great awareness training with teenagers, in order to learn
more about the political system and the possibilities to
engage in their hometown. The conversation was
enlightening because it allowed the students to compare
council policies. From there, groups split up and began to
talk in greater detail with the council students. We soon
grabbed dinner in the area and met for a fun game of
bowling where students who just met a few hours ago
became so close through a competitive game!

Contributing Writers
Nida Merchant, Sugar Hill Youth Council
Naomi Font Pera, Esslingen Youth Council

Naomi Font Pera at Brandenburg Gate in Berlin,
Germany (May 31, 2018)
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Day Four: Tuesday, May 22, 2018 (Kiel, Germany)
Our morning began with a traditional German breakfast,
afterward, we returned to the city of Kiel. This is where we all
caught the bus to the Landeszentrale für Politische Bildung. Here
the volunteer worker informed us about the history of her
position and her work ethic. She did this with a friendly game of
“Kahoot” whom everyone, both Germans, and Americans, was all
acquainted with. This was a lead way into the next part of our
day which took place right across the street.
DeMarius Essex at Brandenburg Gate in
Berlin, Germany (May 31, 2018)

“Equality is not opposite of justice. Some people need support for taking part in society.” This was a quote
that was said to the AiS team by none other than Ms. Aminata Touré. Aminata Touré is the first African
American female as well as the youngest individual to serve in the capacity of the state Parliament of
Schleswig-Holstein. We discussed her matriculation and the battles that she overcame to assume the position
that she has obtained. Ms. Touré gave us a tour through her eyes on how her past has influenced her. The
open dialogue that was initiated between her and the AiS team was extremely beneficial to everyone that
participated.

Excited AiS Members taking a selfie with Aminata Touré, Member of Parliament of Alliance in Kiel,
Germany (May 22, 2018)
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Next, the team participated in a political simulation workshop
entitled “Fortress Europe” with two political science students from
Europaunion Schleswig-Holstein. In this simulation, each member
of team AiS was a European country and we were all a part of the
of the European Council. We were discussing how to solve the
refugee's crisis in Europe and had to create a conclusion.
Daniel van Eijden at Brandenburg Gate in
Berlin, Germany (May 31, 2018)

To end our eventful day, the group had a barbecue
in which we all had a role in. Everyone had a job
that ranged from cooking to setting the tables,
playing music, and entertaining our guest. This was
a great end to the day where everyone left with
full minds, hearts, and tummies.
Contributing Writers
DeMarius Essex, Miles College
Daniel van Eijden Buechen Youth Council
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Day Five: Wednesday, May 23, 2018 (Hamburg, Germany)
Our morning began with a German breakfast prepared by our
generous youth hostel. They were also kind enough to prepare a
lunch bag for the Ambassadors in Sneakers. Our departure for
Hamburg followed soon after. While on the train ride our
Ambassadors decided to fight off the effects of their jet lag, some
observed the natural beauty of Germany, while others deepened
their bonds with debate and talk. The bonds that are forming here
are sure to last a lifetime. We arrived at Hamburg station and
made our way to the Ballinstadt Emigrant Museum.
Hunter Harper at Brandenburg Gate in Berlin,
Germany (May 31, 2018)

On an area of 2,500 square meters, we could experience
migration history and followed the footsteps of people striving to
fulfill their hopes and dreams on their journey to a new
homeland. As Deutsches Haus der Migration (German House of
Migration), Ballinstadt is part of a worldwide network of more
than 80 academic institutions and organizations. The museum
looks at reasons for emigration from a variety of different angles.
While escaping a regime and seeking refuge in another country is
one reason, many others – such as work, love, family, and the
pursuit of happiness – exist as well. The American students
Peter Wiemers at Brandenburg Gate in
received a booklet translating the displays into English this was
Berlin, Germany (May 31, 2018)
greatly appreciated because it allowed the Americans to fully
understand the meaning of the Museum and to talk in depth with their German partners. The museum also
offered a game that put us into a scenario, allowing us to act as immigrants and make decisions for our
character.

9

Chronology

Consul General Richard Yoneok (far right front row), the Ambassador’s
representative to the German states of Hamburg, Lower Saxony,
Bremen, Schleswig-Holstein, and Mecklenburg-Vorpommern welcomes
his Youth Council and the AiS Academy (May 23, 2018)

After a light lunch, the Ambassadors made
their way to the Consulate. The U.S.
Consulate General in Hamburg is a lovely
building that reminded the Americans of
home. The Consul General Richard Yoneoka
welcomed us warmly. He was very energetic
and tested us on our transatlantic knowledge
and opinions and on our willingness to speak.
Mr. Yoneoka is the first U.S. Consul to
incorporate a council of youth advisors to
gain knowledge about young Germans’
perspectives and to assist with interactions
with the youth. Even after critical questions,
he managed to represent the opinion of the
USA. His youth advisors introduced
themselves to us and shared their hopes and
ambitions for a better future. During our visit,
we also thanked Mr. Yoneoka and the U.S.
Consulate for their generous support of our
program in northern Germany. After we
dismissed the formal session, we returned to
the main hallway for talks, cookies, and drinks
with the Youth Council and the General
Consul himself. After exchanging contact
information with our new friends, we set off
for our next adventure.

The Ambassadors were led to a wonderful restaurant and we had the opportunity to meet and eat great food
with Dr. Yulia Kozyrakis, Joachim Herz Stiftung representative. We thanked her and the Foundation for their
incredibly generous support of the Ambassadors in Sneakers exchange and talked a lot about our Hamburg
impressions.

Contributing Writers
Hunter Harper, Hampton Youth Council
Peter Wiemers, Stuttgart-Vaihingen Youth Council
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Day Six: Thursday, May 24, 2018 (Flensborgh, Germany)
Everyone has days where they feel as if they can’t keep their eyes
open from exhaustion. When it feels as if our eyelids are pushing
down on our faces. In contrast, sometimes in life we have
moments when it seems that we can’t calm down enough to
contain our excitement or open our eyes wide enough to take in
all that we see or experience. Today, on day number six with
Ambassadors in Sneakers, we simultaneously achieved both
experiences. After busy traveling for the past couple of days, we
were anxious for the events held in store for today, but we took
Courtney Fortunato at Brandenburg Gate in
advantage of the nap time on the train ride to where we were
Berlin, Germany (May 31, 2018)
going. Today we visited Flensburg, Germany, a city that is viewed
as a model of coexistence for the Danish minority that lives there.
We visited the City Hall of Flensburg and learned a lot about how modern life takes place through the eyes of a
member of their student advisory council.
Following this, we visited the Flensborghus where Mr. Jürgen Kühl, the
principal of a Danish high school near this area, explained much of the
history from before World War II to now that took place in Germany
and shaped the Danish-German culture and the people of Flensburg.
Many of us were captivated by his stories of what it was like to grow
up in this area, and the struggles of being in a minority group.
Throughout our trip on human rights, we have had ongoing
discussions about the types of discrimination taking place even in our
local communities. Listening to Mr. Kühl furthered our inspirations to
open our eyes to the prejudices that many possess in the world and
how these affect real lives today.

Zilan Tuna at Brandenburg Gate in Berlin,
Germany (May 31, 2018)

A group picture at the Phänomenta Science Center in front of the Nordertor in Flensburg, Germany (May 31, 2018)

Chronology

Next, we traveled to the Phänomenta Science Center. Here the conversation on Germany’s past continued as
we visited each exhibit and forgot about the lethargic feeling that plagued each of us. At the science center, we
were able to test out different exhibits ourselves through hands-on displays. We each enjoyed discovering all
of this on our own and participating in activities where many could participate in. For example, there was a
metal seat with bike pedals that four people could pedal to generate electricity. The deeper meaning behind
this part of our day was the discussion on the importance of knowledge and education as an essential human
right. Following this, we were given free time to explore Flensburg and get snacks or go shopping. Our small
group and I loved walking around taking pictures and trying many different desserts. We finished off the day
by having dinner together back at City Hall, where we had started.

The experiences of today taught us of the power of education and knowledge and how one's past can be used
to shape one's future in a positive or negative light. One of my fellow “ambassadors” mentioned that today
helped to teach him of how discrimination is an international problem and how communication has reminded
him of how human rights are something that all deserve but not all receive. Sometimes we have tired days, or
good days or bad days, but we all have much in common. Overall, no matter how much our drowsiness may
degrade our alertness, it does not take away from the diverse experiences we learned today. Thank you, Dr.
Dau-Eckert for putting such a great day together for us! We had a great time in Flensburg!
Contributing Writers
Courtney Fortunato, Columbus Youth Advisory
Zilan Tuna, Metzingen Youth Council
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Day Seven: Friday, May 25, 2018 (Laboe, Germany)
The purpose of today’s schedule for Ambassadors in Sneakers was relaxing at the Baltic Sea in Laboe, and
besides the painful, killer sunburns that resulted, many of us found it educational as well as relaxing. Although
the water was frigid and cold, everyone enjoyed themselves.
There was a commemorative memorial, the Marine-Ehrenmal
Laboe where we visited. It contained displays showing respect to
all the Navy soldiers who passed away at sea. The memorial also
showcased the submarines and vessels that were used by many
Germans during these wars. Many of us were astonished by the
size of these fleets and fascinated by the complexity of the 1943
submarine that was displayed from WWII. The United States and
Germany are different in many ways, but both nations share a
tragic history. Many memorials that exist today in Germany do not
Tristan Lankford at Brandenburg Gate in
commemorate German soldiers due to scars left from the past. At
Berlin, Germany (May 31, 2018)
the memorial in Laboe, people from various nations who lost their
lives were commemorated, including all people from all nations
involved. This is an example of how modern Germany has been
altered by the past. Germany has also made all Nazi propaganda
illegal to broadcast unless it is in the form of educational use.
America has a contrasting policy for their treatment, as many
confederate statues and memorials remain. US students have
agreed that it is important to recognize the people who
contributed themselves in wars, but not to specifically glorify
veterans who stood for sinister matters. Germany does not
glamorize Adolf Hitler, unlike America who plasters Stonewall
Jackson and Robert E. Lee everywhere. Clearly, this enhancement
of Confederate soldiers gives youth the wrong picture of the true
reason for the Civil War. Many think it was about “states' rights”,
Felix Bockmann at Brandenburg Gate in
but, it was about slavery. Today the Americans gained something
Berlin, Germany (May 31, 2018)
influential, and I’m not talking about the red sunburns on our
necks.

12

Chronology

Later that night, we celebrated Yasmin's Welcome and Ulrike's Farewell. Chaperone Yasmin will be going with
us to Berlin tomorrow, while chaperone Ulrike has to go back to Tübingen. It was a fun party!

Contributing Writers
Tristan Lankford, Youth Leadership Athens
Felix Bockmann, Neumuenster Youth Council
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Day Eight: Saturday, May 26, 2018 (Berlin, Germany)
After a full week in the beautiful city of Kiel, it was finally time for
Team World to leave for Berlin. The process was quite strenuous
at some points due to train delays and a lot of heavy luggage, but
the communication amongst Team World allowed for everybody
to arrive safely in Berlin – with all of their luggage. Upon
arriving to the new youth hostel, everybody was given the
opportunity to check into their rooms and unpack their luggage.
Ivan Olvera at Brandenburg Gate in Berlin,
Germany (May 31, 2018)

Shortly after, Team World met in the conference room to listen to the well-known German activist Vincent
Herr, who is a member of Herr & Sperr, two friends who are dedicated to creating a more just and egalitarian
European society. Vincent spoke to the Team about his work in youth affairs, feminism, and European
integration. When speaking on the topic of Youth Affairs, Vincent mentioned his project to get European Youth
Free inter-rail passes so that they could travel throughout Europe for free. His reasoning for this push was
because he believes “Diversity can only be learned through interaction and personal experience.” In addition
to that, he also spoke about his feminist standpoint, stating “I am a White, Straight, Male, and I feel very
privileged in my place.” He went on to mention how “Privilege stems from factors we can’t control”, hence his
push for women’s equality. Something that stuck out particularly well was his explanation of how “What
happens to us, happens to everybody,
what doesn’t happen to us, doesn’t
happen to anybody.” This statement
really opened the eyes of many of the
ambassadors simply due to how it
applies to many people in real life. His
talk with Ambassadors in Sneakers was
a big deal, as he is actively involved in
fighting for equality; moreover, his
standpoint was parallel with Article I of
the UN’s Universal Declaration of
Human Rights-“All human beings are
born free and equal in dignity and
rights. They are endowed with reason
and conscience and should act towards
one another in a spirit of brotherhood.”
German Activist Vincent Herr spent time sharing his life story and work with
AiS members on their first day in Berlin (May 26, 2018)

Chronology

The last activity to occur on Saturday was a surprise visit to an
escape room. The Ambassadors were all split up into four groups,
ranging from four to ten people per group. Each of the four groups
was put into their own room where they had to solve through their
own obstacles. Each had a separate theme ranging from Egyptian
tombs to escaping a cults capture. Not every group was able to win
their room, but the experience was extremely fun nonetheless.
Shortly after the escape room, Team World noticed a plaque
remembering a spot where the Berlin Wall used to stand, and also
took a picture in front of a Former U.S. Checkpoint. The emphasis
that the falling of the Berlin Wall holds on human rights is
Richard-Elsen Groeneveld at Brandenburg
monumental, as it reunited a city, and marked the end of a
Gate in Berlin, Germany (May 31, 2018)
communist era. It is not out of the norm for the Ambassadors in
Sneakers to get a proper mix of fun and education, allowing for very nice memories all around. It was a busy
first day in Berlin, but Team World could not be any more excited for the experiences that lie ahead!

Contributing Writers
Ivan Olvera, Hampton Youth Council
Richard-Elsen Groeneveld, Vaihingen/Enz Youth Council
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Day Nine: Sunday, May 27, 2018 (Berlin, Germany)
The first full day in Berlin was a day of readjusting and orienting yourself. The plan for the students was to get
some rest and to discover the new area. Initially, a visit to the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe was
scheduled for the afternoon followed by an accompanying workshop that was dealing with anti-Semitism and
religious diversity and tolerance. These plans were disrupted by a German political party, its affiliates, and
Berlin citizens. Let me explain:
As in many European countries, populist ideologies are on the rise
(again). In Germany, it is the populist and right-wing party AfD
(Alterative für Deutschland, engl. Alternative for Germany). The
federal executive board of the party decided to assembly party
enthusiasts and members on May 27 at the main train station.
Since our hostel is in close proximity, students heard loud music
and were perplexed by 10:00 a.m. in the morning.

Yasmin Nasrudin at Brandenburg Gate in Berlin,
Germany (May 31, 2018)

While it may sound odd that a political party organizes a demonstration, it is perfectly fine since the right to
assembly is statutory in the German constitution (dt. Grundgesetz; cf. GG Article 8). It is also statutory in the
U.S. constitution and included in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Article 20 of the says:
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.
2. No one may be compelled to belong to an association.

Chronology

The AfD argued that their message, i.e. ideology, not only belongs in the state and federal parliaments, but
also on the streets, hence the decision for a demonstration. However, what they, and eventually us, did not
expect was a huge countermovement on the same day. Various political groups, e.g. the Antifa, were
organizing protests against the AfD’s agenda, namely nationalist and anti-immigrant messages. Law
enforcement were present all over the city, many from other German states, in riot gear prepared for any
confrontation between both sides. Many Berlin citizens however, used the protests to advocate for unity,
equality, diversity, and tolerance for all people, hence the atmosphere of the countermovement resembling a
music festival. The hot summer day and being the weekend contributed to the huge amount of counterprotesters: according to multiple news sources over 25,000 people protested against the far-right,
outnumbering the AFD-enthusiasts by 5:1.

In the afternoon, many students were exploring different parts of Berlin in small groups, eventually ending up
on one of the routes of two major protests. This was a unique experience and well suited for a summer
academy on human rights. Ivan Olvera representing the Hampton Youth Council said: “I never saw a protest
live!”
Since over a dozen protests were occurring all over the city, public transportation was stopped. As
chaperones, we also decided to postpone the visit to the Holocaust memorial, which is in close proximity to
the Brandenburg Gate and Tiergarten (a large park). We also deemed it too dangerous to visit a site
commemorating Jewish people, due to the xenophobic, racist, and anti-Semitic ideology of the far-right
groups.
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In the video clip I took, you can see counter protesters shout “Ganz Berlin hasstdie AfD,” which translates to
the whole city of Berlin hates the AfD. At the main train station, protesters were awaiting the train (S-Bahn)
arriving with AfD-affiliates and members holding German flags. A group of students and myself left the
premises as the protests started to dissolve. We waited for another group who were surrounded by both the
Antifa and the AfD to arrive safely and meet us at the main train station. Back in the hostel we decided to hold
an impromptu session on how these events are impacting human rights.
Many of the students, Americans and Germans alike, said that they were stunned by the size of the
demonstrations and how German law enforcement were keeping chaos and violence to a minimum by heavily
controlling and immediately de-escalating risky situations. However, they also noted that tear gas was used
against the Antifa.

While we did not plan for this kind of live experience on how human rights are respected and adhered, this day
has been a lesson for all on how to be active / be an activist in a different way. It is almost as being active and
enforcing human rights is the duty of every citizen on this planet. Yet, not every citizen is granted
this opportunity.

Contributing Writer
Yasmin Nasrudin, Deutsch-Amerikanisches Institut Tübingen
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Day Ten: Monday, May 28, 2018 (Berlin, Germany)
Today, we were honored to get to meet and talk to MdB and
German Parliamentary State Secretary for Migration, Annette
Widmann-Mauz. She explained some of largest questions arching
over Germany’s migration policy. This was an amazing experience
as Secretary Widmann-Mauz was able to convey the motives
behind Germany’s migration policy, and why they allowed so
many asylum seekers into the country.
Keylem Collier at Brandenburg Gate in Berlin,
Germany (May 31, 2018)

Through this meeting, we Youth Ambassadors were able to dive
into Germany’s wide cultural awareness that the other EU States
seem to lack. This experience really has had a long-lasting effect
on us, because now we understand the culture, politics, and social
stigmas that surround immigration in the EU— with special
attention on Germany’s policy. While migration was a large
portion of our meeting, we also discussed feminism and equality
in the Christian Democratic Union, giving us ambassadors insight
on the growing feminist movement. Overall, today was a memory
I will remember for a lifetime, as the topics we explored were
parallel to movements we have in the U.S.— immigration,
feminism, and equality. This gave me a broader outlook on how
Germany’s solutions to these issues can be applied back home in
my own country.

Mika Wicher at Brandenburg Gate in Berlin,
Germany (May 31, 2018)

Chronology

German Parliamentary State Secretary for Migration, Annette Widmann-Mauz gave extensive
dialogue with us while we visited the Reichstag in Berlin, Germany (May 28, 2018)

Contributing Writers
Keylem Collier, Macon-Bibb County Youth Commission
Mika Wicher, Niebüll Youth Council
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Day Eleven: Tuesday, May 29, 2018 (Berlin, Germany)
Today’s focus was World War II and its after-effects on Germany,
more specifically Berlin. We traveled to the Allied Museum. This
museum offered a lot of information on the lives of soldiers
stationed in Germany. The museum also discussed the
conferences between the members of the Allied Forces: France,
Great Britain, United States, and the Soviet Union. These
countries partitioned Berlin into sections. France and the United
States were positioned on the Westside of Berlin and The Soviet
Union positioned on the east of Berlin. After the war, the
beautiful city of Berlin was in shambles. France and Great Britain
Jai Shy at Brandenburg Gate in Berlin, Germany
were in bad shape after the war too. The only country that could
(May 31, 2018)
provide for the German citizens were the Americans. We learned
that the Americans began giving gifts (this is a false friend! gift ≠
Gift!) (care packages filled with food) to the citizens of Berlin. The Americans had to provide enough food for
2.1 million people. Thousands of planes flew in everyday carrying supplies. In fact, every 90 seconds a plane
was getting unloaded. The goal of reconstructing Germany was to form a democratic society after the
infamous Nazi era. West Germany became a democratic society, but East Germany became a communist
autocracy. Many Germans were drawn to the west because of the democratic society that was presented
there. The Leader of the GDR, Walter Ulbricht, proposed the idea of building a wall so that people would not
leave the GDR to go to the west. The U.S. and France built tunnels to intercept Russian communications, a
publicity scandal followed after the Russians discovered these tunnels. During this time period, spies became
very popular in the intelligence community. Throughout this period, some historians say this period was the
start of the Cold War. After our tour concluded, we visited the first McDonald’s in Germany.
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In the evening, we were offered the opportunity of learning more about Berlin’s past and its important role
during the different periods of Germany’s history. Our video bus tour started right next to “Checkpoint
Charlie” which used to serve as one of three German checkpoints that had been installed by the western Allies.
While driving for two hours through some parts of Berlin, mainly on the Eastern side and seeing lots of
different places, we were shown many historical video sequences. Therefore, we were able to recognize how
special places and also the image of the whole city of Berlin was changed during history. This was a format of
city tour that most of us have not known or experienced before. But not only our minds took benefit from that
special type of tour – also in regard to our tired feet everyone seemed quite happy about it. Apart from seeing
some of the most important sights such as the Brandenburger Tour, Alexanderplatz or Bundestag, the most
interesting part of the tour was how you could visually discover the history of the fascinating city of Berlin and
certain places that you would probably not think of when seeing them.

The Konzerthaus Berlin is a concert hall situated on the Gendarmenmarkt square in the central Mitte district of Berlin
housing the German orchestra Konzerthausorchester Berlin. (May 28, 2018)

Since the Nazi period is one of the most tragic and important
parts of the German history we were also able to get to know a
lot about what exactly happened in Berlin during those days.
Only one of the many events was the burnings of more than
20,000 books that took place in 1933 at the Bebelplatz,
including books from famous authors like Erich Kästner or
Heinrich Mann. Another time that influenced Berlin a lot and
can still be seen in the image of the city was World war II. We
were able to see what we had earlier learned about in the Allied
Museum- the traces of destruction due to bombings and of
Elisabeth Jetter at Brandenburg Gate in Berlin,
reconstruction. But not only destroyed buildings from world war
Germany (May 31, 2018)
II have been reconstructed. Also, historically and culturally
important buildings which have been torn down due to
communist ideals in the times of the GDR (German democratic republic) are being rebuilt. In general, the time
of the GDR and the fact that Berlin was separated into four different sectors has shaped the character of Berlin
to a great extent.
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Oberbaumbrücke is one of the most famous sights in Berlin and connected Friedrichshain to West Berlin. (May 28, 2018)

All in all, this day showed the whole Team World again how different the influences were to which the city of
Berlin has been exposed in the past. From Hitler and the ideology of the Nazis, to World War II, and the
western values of the Allies and the communist state of the GDR. We are given a glimpse of how historic and
special Berlin is.
Contributing Writer
Jai Elizabeth Shy, Clayton County Youth Commission
Elisabeth Jetter, Vaihingen/Enz Youth Council
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Day Twelve: Wednesday, May 30, 2018 (Berlin, Germany)

Shantrell Sinclair at Brandenburg Gate in Berlin,
Germany (May 31, 2018)

Today we had the opportunity to travel to the DW radio stations.
The DW media station fosters human rights and media literacy
everywhere. When it comes to media, it can be perceived as
another set of eyes, showing you different points of view and also
allowing you to relate in your own personal way. While we toured
the building, we got to sit in the conference room where we
talked about how media is like the fourth pillar of government
because it kind of influences people just like the government. It’s
ran similar to the Checks and balances system. The DW media
station wants to help people make their own opinion, that’s why
they allow you to have access to different articles from
everywhere.

We also learned that 85% of people don’t know that they have the freedom of the press. The DW broadcasting
service has many different ways to connect the information that they have collected over a period of time with
not just Germany, but also the world.

A rooftop moment amidst the many satellites at the Deutsche Welle or DW, Germany's public international
broadcaster. The service is available in 30 languages. DW's satellite television service consists of channels in
English, German, Spanish, and Arabic.in Berlin, Germany (May 30, 2018)
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Later on in the afternoon, we had a guest speaker named Mio
Kuschick. Mio talked about how he applied for this program
where he was a youth delegate for the United Nations. He had
the privilege to travel all over Germany and see what type
dreams of the youth in Germany had with all expenses paid for.
Mio also shared his experiences of being a youth delegate. He
was recently released from service as the program only lasts
one year, and then they pick a new set of students. Mio feels
that it is best for him to remain out of a party because he feels
that it’s better when he talks to younger people. It was nice to
get to speak with a person so involved with his country at such
a young age.

Clara Soekler Sanchez at Brandenburg Gate in
Berlin, Germany (May 31, 2018)

With our days left in Germany winding down, we starting to reflect on the many great things we’ve done up to
this point, and look towards the future.

United Nations Youth Delegate Mio Kuschick shares his experiences during the afternoon workshop while AiS Participant Ivan
Olvera thanks him for the inspirational exchange. (May 31, 2018)

Contributing Writer
Shantrell Sinclair, Miles College
Clara Soekler Sanchez, Tuebingen Youth Council
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Day Thirteen: Thursday, May 31, 2018 (Berlin, Germany)
In today’s session in Berlin, we first took an informational
excursion to a women’s rights campaign, that was eye-opening to
many of us. First thing in the morning, the Ambassadors in
Sneakers made our way to the United States Embassy in Berlin.
We talked to two influential men. Kent Logsdon, the second
diplomat, was especially meaningful. Kent Logsdon had traveled
around the world serving as a foreign United States official. He
gladly answered all of our extravagant questions in full detail, so
we got a quality gist of his everyday life. I am now interested in
possibly becoming a diplomat, as many others are too.
Klara Lankford at Brandenburg Gate in Berlin,
After eating lunch at the hostel, we went directly to a feminist
Germany (May 31, 2018)
campaign that very much broadened our perspective of the
movement itself. For instance, we learnedthe depth of domestic
violence. One mind-blowing study found that one in every four women experience domestic violence. Later on
in the disquisition, a debated topic was the use of prostitution. One of my fellow peers made a remark
explaining that prostitution is all over the world and it is almost impossible to stop at this point, similar to
drugs. She then went on to suggest that the government should
legalize prostitution to those women and men who choose to do so.
The government would then have an easier time regulating and
controlling prostitution for those who enjoy it. This viewpoint
sparked heavy debate among the speakers and ambassadors.
However, this was not the most vigorous parley. The question was
raised of whether homo-sex couples should be capable of raising a
child. One ambassador disagreed, saying each kid deserves a
feminine and masculine figure till at least the age of five or seven.
Another opinionated ambassador stood up and said that he grew up
Alexandra Groepius at Brandenburg Gate in
with a single mother, and turned out fine. He also noted that there
Berlin, Germany (May 31, 2018)
are other alternatives to not having one gender in the household,
such as a coach, trainer, teacher, etc. I agreed with this statement,
and I, as well as all the ambassadors, learned an exponential amount in this one segment. To close out the day,
we went to a World War II bunker in Berlin, where we learned about the lives of inner civilians who faced the
threats of a bombing.
Contributing Writers
Klara Lankford, Youth Leadership Athens
Alexandra Groepius, Reutlingen Youth Council
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Day Fourteen: Friday, June 1, 2018 (Berlin, Germany)

Bhavin Patel at Brandenburg Gate in Berlin,
Germany (May 31, 2018)

Today marked our final day in Germany for Part One of the
Ambassadors in Sneakers program. Team World was
tremendously sad about this but we are looking forward to part
two of Ambassadors in Sneakers. Today, there were still some
events on our schedule where we talked to a lifelong German
resident and activist which helped a plethora of people to escape
from former East Germany to West Germany. Her name is Dr.
Ulla Pietz. Without her, Ambassadors in Sneakers would not exist
because her first refugees which she supported to leave the
German Democratic Republic (also known as the GDR) were the
parents of Ulrike. Ulrike is the founder of this transatlantic
cultural exchange program. So, we have been excited to get to
know her.

Ulla knew about the issues in the GDR because she lived the first
two years of her life in the GDR. Then they had to leave the
country because the GDR government did like to have them. In
her early twenties, she could not figure out why the soldiers shot
their own people. Listening to her story made us feel bad because
if you have a close look at the refugee situation in Europe, you can
see big and difficult issues which do not look like they will be
solved within the coming months. This political disagreement
costs dozens of people, for example, from Syria, their lives. We all
say that we stand for Human Rights, but when this means that we
have to offer a bit of the comfort, we overlook the issues, we all
should think about. In conclusion, the 2018 “Ambassadors in
Sneakers” German Academy was phenomenal and it had a
tremendous impact on all of us.
Guest Presenter Dr. Ulla Pietz receives a prized
AiS mug as a thank-you for sharing her
emotional stories and engaging the youth
regarding her lifetime of living in West Berlin and
traveling to and from East Berlin (May 31, 2018)

Contributing Writers
Bhavin Patel, Macon-Bibb County Youth Commission
Ray-Kevin Finger, Neumünster Youth Council
Ray-Kevin Finger at Brandenburg Gate in
Berlin, Germany (May 31, 2018)
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“Ambassadors In Sneakers”
As written by Hunter Harper, Hampton High School
There have been many very valuable lessons my time in Germany has
taught me. I know I have returned home with a completely different
mindset than I had before I left. Being exposed to many new cultures,
religions, and ways of thinking have definitely left impressions on me.
The “Ambassadors In Sneakers” program has been one of the best
experiences of my life and definitely one I will never forget.
The “Ambassadors In Sneakers” program is a transatlantic cultural
exchange program that allows youth from both Germany and the United
States to experience each other's culture. While in Germany, the German
youth will act as guides for the American youth, and while in the United
States the American youth will act as guides for the German youth. The
exchange between youths is essential in this program. This program
allows youth the opportunity to experience things and consider things
they might never would have under normal circumstances.
The program randomly placed us in
groups of two, one German and one
American according to our gender
boys with boys and girls with girls. The
goal of this is to establish a sort of
buddy system to ensure one’s buddy is
never misplaced in Germany or The
United States. My partner was Peter
Wiemers, a young man from Stuttgart
Germany. Peter and I grew close and
questioned each other on what home
is like. This was the start of a bond we
created.

“Ambassadors in Sneakers” TeamGERMANY welcoming TeamUSA at the Kiel
Hauptbahnhof, the main train station. (May 19, 2018)

While in Germany, we visited Kiel, Hamburg, Flensburg and Berlin. Each city was very rich in history but very
little history remained due to the destruction of Germany during world war II. Kiel is now a coastal city under
constant construction. Kiel is home to the famous Kiel Canal that stretches from the North Sea all the way to
the Baltic Sea. Kiel is home to a number technological innovations that have been overlooked due to them
serving as a Naval base in World War II.
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We met with students that represented the local youth council at a botanical garden, there we exchanged
ideas, thoughts, and policies. We were also taught what the youth of the area do. Our time in Kiel took us to
Ms. Aminata Toure who was the youngest and first African female to be a member of the Schleswig-Holstein
parliament. With her being relatively close to the common age of the group, she brought a kind of comfort and
passion that we had not seen before in previous speakers. We closed that day off with a United Nations
Simulation game this is what defined our group as we started heated debates with people we just met three
days prior, this demonstrated the amount of comfort among the group and a level of passion for the topic.
The next city we traveled to was the City of Hamburg; this is
where we visited the Bellinstadt Emigration Museum. The
Museum was primarily in German however the museum
provided the American students with a booklet with English
translations of each exhibit, this allowed the students to talk
in-depth about the museum afterwards. The museum also
had a very interesting interactive simulation that allowed
the students to act and make decisions as if they were an
immigrant. This Museum was truly eye opening. We then
made our way to the American Consulate to meet Consul
General Richard Yoneoka and his Youth Council. The Consul
General was the first person in his position to create and
Dinner host, Dr. Yulia Kozyrakis (far right) with the
use a council of youth to determine what the youth of the
Joachim Herz Stiftung Foundation. (May 23, 2018)
area think. The Consul General was a talented speaker and
highlighted the importance of youth involvement in the government. He then allowed members of his Youth
Council to speak of their duties and responsibilities. After listening to the Council speak I was able to adapt
some of the projects and methods they use to my own use.
The city of Flensburg was a beautiful city on the coast, located close to the border of Denmark. We met the
Youth Council of Flensburg in their City Hall. We discussed a number of different projects and talked about
how we could implement it back in The States. At the next location, our speaker Jurgen Kuhl was a principle of
a local danish school. He told us of the danish minority and their struggle throughout time. This reminded me
of minority groups back in the United States along with their struggles. We later went to an interactive
museum called the Phanomenta Science Center. The Science Center offered an experience I have never seen
before, every exhibit was interactive we were allowed to touch and experiment with everything in the
building.
On our final day in Kiel we ventured to a place called the Laboe Naval Memorial. Here they commemorated
every fallen soldier of the axis and allied powers of World War II. The Museum had a beautiful shrine dedicated
to all the nations of the war. The museum offered us an opportunity to explore a U-Boat used in World War II.
It was amazing to see.
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The final week of our trip was spent in the capital city of Germany, Berlin. The city was far larger than any of
the other cities we visited. The public transit system was a completely different experience altogether as it far
surpasses that of Georgia. Near the end of our stay I was finally able to navigate the public transit without
assistance. The sheer size of the city offered a number of different activities. One day we traveled to the
Reichstag (Germany's equivalent to The United States Congress building). There we were given security
clearance and were provided with a tour guide to explore the building. It was interesting to see where German
laws are made. We also visited The American Embassy where we learned about the process and the level of
commitment it takes to become a part of the foreign service. This interested me quite a bit and sparked within
me a passion to help foreign countries.

The Ambassadors in sneakers program has sparked countless new
desires and interests for me as well as given me the skills and
knowledge to pursue these goals. The program has helped me meet
and make a number of new friends. These people have shown me that
there is always a different interpretation. I am truly appreciative for
the people I have met, the chaperones who made it their goal to
ensure that we had a extraordinary time, and for the opportunity to be
a member of such a prestigious program. This has definitely been an
experience I will never forget.

Hunter Harper presenting to
TeamWORLD about Hampton,
Georgia and Hampton High
School. (May 20, 2018)
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“Ambassadors In Sneakers”
As written by Ivan Olvera, Hampton High School
The Ambassadors in Sneakers program has recently concluded the first half
of their month-long excursion in which the American students traveled to
Germany for two weeks. Ambassadors in Sneakers is a trans-Atlantic
academy which includes a total of 24 youth participants; each of whom is
involved in a youth council, or in their communities, in some distinctive way.
Team USA was composed of both high school and college students
throughout the states of Georgia and Alabama. On the contrary, Team
Germany was composed of students throughout all of Germany also in
varying levels of education. The main goal of AiS is to showcase the topic of
human rights to the youth, and to expose the students to world issues. From
this, the students will be able to apply their understandings of the world on
a larger scale, while also strengthening the bond between two countries. In
order to get the full idea of the concept, it is important that a brief history of
both countries concerning human rights is addressed.
Throughout history, there have been many events which have shaped the
society that people live in today; and over the years, human rights have
always been a disputed cause. From slavery to the inequalities of women,
for thousands of years the human race as a whole has worked towards
putting all people on a universal platform. However, through the many
rebellions, movements, and other efforts, concentrated discrimination and
hate still exist throughout the world. Be it a mindset, violence, or simply a
refusal to speak up, remnants of hatred continue to lurk in a society that
has supposedly pledged to head towards a better future. With the rich
history that both the United States and Germany have with Human Rights
(be it good or bad), these two countries serve as the perfect grounds for
amazing learning experiences.
In the 200 plus years of America’s existence, there have undoubtedly been obstacles with human rights. In
particular, one of the biggest issues which root back to America’s earliest stages, is slavery. Slavery in the
United States was a brutal point in the history of the world, and to this day, African-American people are still
fighting for equality. Despite slavery being abolished in the late 19th century, things such as racism continue to
run freely. Choosing to recognize the history of horrific things such as slavery in the US, allows for the hope of
something as terrible as that to never happen again.
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Similarly, the history of Germany has been stained with hatred
and discrimination. Dating back to the early 1930s, Germany’s
history concerning the mistreatment of the Jewish population,
has become infamous throughout the world. With the rise of the
Nazi party in 1932, and Adolf Hitler coming into power in 1933,
Nazi Germany became a hostile force to the rest of the world.
One of the most outspoken ideals of the Nazi party, was blaming
the Jewish people that they were the reason for all of Germany’s
economic issues. As a result of that, Nazi Germany as a whole
turned all of their aggression towards the Jewish. Their efforts to
mistreat the Jewish people extended to the horrors of placing
them in concentration camps, where they would be forced into working hard labor. Additionally, the Nazi party
would also force, or manipulate Jewish people into gas chambers where they would kill them by the masses.
By the end of World War II, it is estimated that the Nazi party was responsible for the deaths of over 6 million
Jewish people. As a result of this genocide, it was the first time in the world that people were tried for “crimes
against humanity.” This will forever haunt the history of Germany, but it is important to look towards the
future and to never turn back.
Now, taking into consideration the
brief histories of both the United
States and Germany concerning
their most negative instances with
human rights, hopefully one can
imagine why excursions to both
countries are significant. To start,
the first city that AiS visited in
Germany was the beautiful city of
Kiel. Kiel is extremely significant in
the history of Germany due to its
particular location along the
Northern coast. During World War
II, Kiel was a major naval outpost,
and because of their importance for
the German military, it was bombed
a total of 90 times throughout the
war. With the concentrated bombings that occurred in Kiel, the destruction of most of their historical buildings
and monuments unfortunately came as a result. To this day, Kiel remains a city under construction, working to
rebuild itself back to its full glory.
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The first day in Kiel was a tiring one, being that it was the day right after the Americans had just arrived in
Germany. Nevertheless, it was an amazing experience, as the Americans and Germans were given time to
bond. Each American was introduced to their German student-exchange partner (the program paired a
German and American student together to insure a sort of buddy system), and from there we were able to
start learning about each other’s cultures. Following this, students were given the assignment to create a
poster showcasing their youth council, or student government body. We later had a Youth Council fair where
students were able to walk around and learn about the youth councils of other students. This served as a
positive learning experience for me as it provided me with ideas that I could implement into my own city’s
upcoming Youth Council.
The next day involved the students embarking on a full guided tour
throughout Kiel. We were shown works of art, we were shown a shipping
port, and we were given the history of many historical sites, including the
burial site of the founder of Kiel. Later in the day we met with some
representatives of Kiel’s Youth Council, who went on to describe how
their Council works. It was a great opportunity to be able to hear how
such an established council operates and it gave me an idea on the
number of people I would like to be a part of Hamptons Youth Council.
Following that day, we met with Michael Holldorf (a specialist for
political education), who described her work in informing the youth
about politics. Shortly after, we were given the amazing opportunity to
meet Miss Aminata Toure, who is a current member of state parliament
for Schleswig-Holstein. In addition to being a Black female, she is also the
youngest member in her states parliament. The last activity for that day
was a simulation game in which people were assigned a country in the
European Union. With each country, there was an explanation for the stance that the country had regarding
immigration in Europe. Taking into account each country’s ideas, we had to collectively form solutions to the
immigration issue. In the end, we were able to come up with multiple solutions that all countries were in favor
of. This was personally one of my favorite activities, as it led to intelligent debates about the well being of
Europe as a whole.
The fifth day of the trip involved AiS traveling to the city of Hamburg. It was in this city that we visited the
Ballinstadt Emigration Museum. The museum really opened my eyes to the situations people had to face
during Nazi Germany, and it made me sympathize with the people who had to leave everything behind
because their lives were in danger. Furthermore, we also had the honor of meeting the Consulate General of
Hamburg, Richard Yoneoka. He gave us a detailed description of his position and also introduced the AiS crew
to some of his personal youth council. I admired how Mr. Yoneoka was the first consulate to bring in youth
representatives so that he could always have a connection to youth culture. This showed his dedication
towards always trying to keep an ear open for the voices of the youth.
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Traveling to Hamburg was one of my biggest highlights while in Germany, and the time I spent in Flensburg
added on to the great experiences. I enjoyed hearing the Danish speaker Jurgen Kuhl talk about the Danish
minority in both the past and the present. Hearing the discrimination, he faced despite the fact he was still a
white male, was very mind-boggling for me. After listening to Mr. Kuhl, we went onto perhaps my favorite
activity of the whole trip, which was the visit to the Phanomenta science center. I personally love science, and
seeing all of the interactive exhibits, and actually being able to partake in these scientific things was absolutely
amazing to me.
Sadly, as much as I loved being in Kiel,
Hamburg, and Flensburg, the time came that
the AiS had to travel to the city of Berlin. As
soon as we arrived, I was dumbfounded with
how big the main train station of Berlin was. It
really opened my eyes to how the United States
(specifically Georgia), lacked a proper system of
public transportation. Of course, I was already
aware that the public bus system was great, but
I never truly recognized the magnitude of how
amazing the public train system in Germany
was until I was inside of the main train station.
Furthermore, we later went into the city where
we saw an old allied checkpoint, and also a
plaque on the sidewalk which stated that the
Berlin Wall used to stand in that exact spot. Just
for reference, after World War II, the city of Berlin was split into four sanctions: the United States, France,
United Kingdom, and the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union occupied the eastern half of Berlin while the US,
France, and the United Kingdom occupied the west. Since the Soviet Union was communist, it put up a large
wall which completely separated the east from the democratic west. The wall stood for nearly 30 years, until it
was finally torn down in 1989. The Berlin Wall is easily one of the biggest contributors to Berlin’s history.
While in Berlin, the Ambassadors in Sneakers did a number of things, but perhaps the most memorable thing
for me while in Berlin was that I was present at political rally that had over 30,000 people present. On the
ninth day in Germany I was with a group of students and a chaperone eating at a restaurant in the main train
station, when we started to hear chants coming from inside the station. To our surprise, there were hundreds
of police, and thousands of protesters. This was honestly a once in a lifetime experience and is the most
memorable thing to happen in Berlin for me. In spite of the protest, I was still excited to have visited the
Reichstag, and to have been able to listen to Annette Widmann-Mauz (a federal deputy for migration,
refugees, and integration). I was glad to hear about her perspective on the refugee problem in Germany and
how she believed it could be best managed. From hearing her speak, I was able to somewhat relate the
refugee crisis in Germany to the topic of immigration in America.
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Moving onto another subject, I was surprised at how the Jewish museum impacted me on an emotional level.
The artist who made the museum made sure to include symbolism within almost every aspect of it, and one of
the works included pieces of metal on the ground that would clank whenever you would step on them.
Moreover, the metal had frowning faces on them, and because the pieces were always different sizes you
were forced to look down to ensure that you didn’t lose your footing. Before I knew it, the metal clanking
started to sound like cries, and I started to feel as I was the sole cause for the clanking. I started to feel
disoriented, so I had to leave the area. I was surprised as to how art was able to impact me on such a personal
level, and I felt a real life perspective on the sadness that the Jewish people endured.
Lastly, I enjoyed the video bus tour because I learned that 75 percent of all buildings in Germany were
destroyed during World War II, including many historical ones. I also enjoyed speaking with Mío Kuschick as he
was a former United Nations Youth Delegate representing Germany who spoke to us about his duties. I was
delighted to have been able to visit the US Embassy where I met with the Charge d’Affaires Kent Logsdon. I
was extremely interested to hear about the foreign service and how one would go about entering. It was nice
to hear about his experiences, and views on certain issues, as well as the relations in Europe and the United
States. Last but not least, I really enjoyed the Bunker tour, as I learned that Berlin was bombed around 360
times during World War II, and it was interesting to hear about the history of the bunkers in general.
The excursion to Germany was one that I will never forget. From going to the beach, to meeting members of
German parliament, I feel that I have gained a new appreciation for Europe as a whole. The chaperones were
amazing, and I am thankful that they were so committed towards making sure that all the students were safe,
and enjoying themselves. I would like to thank all of the sponsors and contributors who made this experience
possible, as I am beyond thankful for the opportunity. I am happy to have gotten to meet such intelligent
individuals through the program, and I am excited for the second half of the academy in America!
A picture from our day at the Parliament of the Federal
Republic of Germany. The German Bundestag seat is
the Reichstag Building in Berlin. In the current electoral
term, Parliament is composed of 709 Members. The
President of the Bundestag holds the second highest
office of state in Germany, after the Federal President.
(May 29, 2018)
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Reutlingen
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TeamGermany
State: Baden-Wuerttemberg
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Heidelberg Youth Council
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Carlo-Schmid Gymnasium Tübingen
Tuebingen Youth Council
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State: Baden-Wuerttemberg
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Metzingen Youth Council
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State: Schleswig-Holstein
Theodor-Litt-Schule Neumünster
Neumünster Youth Council
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“Hampton High students serving as city interns”
http://www.henryherald.com/news/hampton-high-students-serving-as-city-interns/article_8491c9c4-241c-5ea5-ba62-93e540585663.html
By Joe Adgie, joe.adgie@henryherald.com
Jun 12, 2018 Updated Jun 13, 2018

Hampton High seniors Ivan Olvera and Hunter Harper, who recently returned from a “life-changing” trip to Germany as part
of the two-week German Academy, are now serving as interns for the Hampton city government. (Staff Photo: Joe Adgie)
HAMPTON — Two students from Hampton High School, just off a life-changing trip to Germany, are
now serving as interns with the Hampton city government.
The students, Hunter Harper and Ivan Olvera, are rising seniors at Hampton High and visited the
cities of Kiel and Berlin as part of the two-week German Academy.
“It was mind-changing,” Harper said. “You walk in with a mindset that’s completely different from the
actual culture. In America, we’re used to everything being available. In Germany, pretty much
everywhere, there’s no such thing as big convenience stores. Everything is locally owned.”
Olvera agreed with Harper, calling the experience more “authentic.”
“It was a breath of fresh air,” Olvera said. “It was more so these smaller restaurants, and the food was
more authentic.”
Working for the Hampton city government, the two help city officials with different needs.

“We pretty much go around every employee at the city,” Harper said. “Just recently, we were working
with Ms. Denise (McKay) and her land ordinance codes. We worked on pretty much every zoning
issue that came up. We labeled it for Ms. Tiffany (Wilson) to properly document. Just yesterday, we
had a potential vendor come in. We tested and created a survey for the office to see what was OK, to
get feedback.”
The two said the trip to Germany has helped shape their aspirations for the future.
“I’ve always aspired to go into computer science because computers are the future, but with all my
recent experiences, I am considering politics and the foreign service,” Harper said. “Throughout my
time in Germany, my German counterparts spoke the language, but they didn’t speak the language.
They had trouble understanding certain terms, certain phrases. It taught me there are two
interpretations to a conversation.”
Harper said Germans are more direct, while Americans strive to be politically correct in an effort to be
less offensive.
“My counterpart said he didn’t like my haircut,” Harper said. “I could not get mad at that, because
that’s his culture. I can’t get mad at his culture. He was very honest.”
Olvera said he enjoys getting to know a new culture.
“I’ve always loved the field of engineering,” Olvera said. “I’d love to get my bachelor’s in civil
engineering. I hope to go on and get my master’s in international business. I’ve been multicultural,
and I’ve seen the need for being bilingual and trilingual. I’ve always been drawn to other cultures.”

