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The City of Hampton
Hampton lies along the corridors of Georgia Highway 20 and U.S.
Highway 19/41 off Interstate 75 in Henry County, Georgia. The current
estimated population is just over 7,300 people. It is an emerging city in
Henry County with a median household income of $53,682 (it was
$46,094 in 2000) and an average home price of $139,705 (it was
$91,800 in 2000).
Hampton enjoys the benefits of a small-town
atmosphere, where history has a future and
offers much to residents and visitors alike.
Established in 1873, our city is one of tradition
and history, while embracing change. The old
cotton mill was converted into lofts; former
stores on Cherry Street are now townhouses;
the old jail is a booming brewery. Beautiful
antebellum historic homes and old oak trees
line the streets of Hampton.

Hampton prides itself on being designated as a “Tree City” and a “Bird Sanctuary” city. In 2012,
Hampton also achieved the status of “Playful City” — one of 213 communities in the United
States to be so designated. In 2013, Hampton was one of 217 cities designated as a “Playful
City”— the only city in Henry County to achieve this designation. Playful City means we
encourage youngsters to participate actively, not passively. Our McBrayer City Park is complete
with playground equipment, a splash pad, tennis court, soccer goals, basketball court, and
much more. The R.W. and Mary Lou Coley Park, located on West Main Street North, hosts many
ball games throughout the season, and the Atlanta Motor Speedway is just 1.5 miles from
downtown Hampton always has plenty of fun activities scheduled throughout the year. We are
a growing community working towards retaining our small-town atmosphere while moving
forward into our future.

“Come to Hampton, where small town charm is only part of our appeal.”
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Introduction: Youth Leadership

FY 2021-2022 Youth Council Members being sworn in for duty.

The Hampton Youth Council is developed by the City of Hampton’s elected officials, staff, and
educational leadership to address the need for increased civic involvement and awareness
among Georgia’s youth. Our Youth Leadership Program builds on solid youth development
principles, with an emphasis on those areas of development and program components that
support youth leadership in the context of government.
We have chosen to adopt a two-part working definition of youth leadership, as follows: youth
leadership is (1) “The ability to guide or direct others on a course of action, influence the
opinion and behavior of other people, and show the way by going in advance”; and (2) “The
ability to analyze one’s own strengths and weaknesses, set personal and vocational goals, and
have the self-esteem to carry them out.” Having this focus, we see our Youth Leadership
Program allowing the participants to understand and create community life while effecting
positive change with the awareness and knowledge gained from our curriculum and learning
experiential. Not only will our Young Leaders become engaged in our community and become
better-informed citizens - but they will also learn valuable leadership skills and have the
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opportunity to create and implement civic awareness projects as a part of their community
service.

Mission Statement
The City of Hampton Youth Council is an investment in our community to promote
understanding of government and preparing our youth to lead by serving one another.

Eligibility
• Student must reside inside the area designated by the Henry County Board of
Education as zoned to Hampton High School and participate in the 9th – 12th
grade level.
• Youth council members shall be chosen from applicants who express an
interest in public service during the application process.
• Youth council members will be selected by a committee appointed by the
mayor in accordance with Charter Section 2.32(6).
• The youth council will attend city council meetings and, along with city staff,
coordinate activities.
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Officers & Duties
•

Chairperson
o
o
o
o

The President shall be charged with the administration of affairs of the Youth Council with
assistance from Council Committee Members or City of Hampton staff members.
Create meeting agenda and disburse to members.
The President shall preside over all meetings of the Youth Council.
The President shall appoint committees when necessary to research issues.

•

Vice Chair

•

The Vice President shall assume the duties of the President during the President's absence.
The Vice President shall assist the President to perform duties when needed.
The Vice President shall prepare an annual report with assistance from the Council
Committee Members by the 2nd Tuesday in May, summarizing the activities/accomplishments
of the Youth Council.
Secretary
o
o
o

o
o
o

The Secretary shall record and maintain the minutes of all Youth Council meetings and
file them with copies of previous minutes in the Office of the City Clerk.
The Secretary shall prepare and receive correspondence for the Youth Council and
maintain proper files.
The Secretary shall perform other duties as ordinarily pertain to the office.

•

Treasurer

•

The Treasurer shall help prepare the annual budget.
The treasure will not be responsible for handling money except during special events or
projects. Following the event, the treasure will count the money and turn it over to the
Finance Department for deposit.
o The treasurer shall give a monthly finance report to the Youth Council and Committee
Members.
Communication Officer
o
o

o
o
o
o
•

The Communication Officer shall manage the Youth Council Facebook profile – all
postings must be pre-approved by Main Street Director.
The Communication Officer shall provide and manage the communication process
between Council, subgroups, and general members.
The Communication Officer shall manage Newsletter.
The Communication Officer shall send out meeting reminders and correspondence
relating to events and members’ attire.

Event Coordinator
o
o

The Event Coordinator shall plan, implement and coordinate events for the Youth Council,
under the guidance and support of the Youth Council Committee members.
Event Coordinator shall work with the City of Hampton’s Community Development Director
regarding volunteering for City-sponsored events.
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•

Service Project Coordinator
o

•

•

As members of the Youth Council, students are expected to implement projects or
programs to enhance to the City of Hampton. The Service Project Coordinator shall
investigate projects and programs and submit for consideration by the Youth Council
Committee members.

Parliamentarian
o

The role of the parliamentarian at a meeting is to be a resource to the chair, to assist
the chair in the conduct of the meeting. The parliamentarian sits adjacent to the chair
and unobtrusively gives the chair help, guidance, and support during the meeting. The
chair can and should consult with the parliamentarian when not certain on how to rule
on a question or proceed in the circumstances.

o

All meetings must be conducted in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order.

Responsibilities of All Members
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Evaluate and review problems facing youth in the city.
Facilitate neighborhood meetings with youth to discuss problems, needs,
and recommendations for community improvements.
Meet regularly with the mayor and city council to share ideas and discuss issues,
concerns, and needed improvements.
Attend city council meetings and participate in vision and goal sessions.
Present recommended projects and programs to the city council and city manager.
Assist in planning youth/recreation activities.
Evaluate and advise the city council and/or city manager on issues forwarded to the
youth council for advice.
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Honor Code

The City of Hampton Youth Council Honor System is intended to promote an atmosphere of
trust and fairness as we conduct our daily lives. The Honor System is composed of two major
components: The Honor Code and the Code of Conduct. Specific policies fall under each major
component. Hampton Youth Council participants are bound by honor and by their enrollment
in the program to abide by the honor and conduct codes and to report violations. Youth Council
Leaders are strongly encouraged to report violations of the Honor Code or Code of Conduct.
As members of the Youth Leadership community, students are expected to evidence a high
standard of personal conduct and to respect the rights of other students, leaders, staff
members, community neighbors, visitors, and guests. Students are also expected to adhere to
all federal, state, and local laws.
Alleged violations of the Honor Code or Code of Conduct will be handled by the City of
Hampton City Manager and the Hampton City Council Designated Leader.
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Code of Conduct

We are delighted to welcome you to the (Current Term) City of Hampton Youth Council cohort.
As a participant, you represent yourself, your family, your school, and the community. We have
every expectation that you will be a model member of this year’s group. In order to ensure that
this year’s program runs as smoothly, the Youth Council Leadership Team has created this Code
of Conduct to out- line our expectations for behavior and dress.
Expectations of Participants
• Project an image of consideration, sensitivity, and respect for each person and for property
through language, dress, and behavior
• Ensure that all personal social networking accounts including, but not limited to Facebook,
Twitter, Snapchat, TikTok, and Instagram posts, pictures, music, blogs, and associations be in
good taste and representative of membership in the City of Hampton Youth Council. As a
courtesy, please ask for and receive the permission of fellow participants prior to posting
pictures of them.
• Refrain from inappropriate touching and verbal harassment
• Refrain from actions that can result in injury to a person and/or damage to property
• Adhere to curfew during Youth Council activities and events, as specified
• Wear appropriate credentials to activities and events
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• Keep personal belongings with you at all times
• Refrain from use of cell phones or other electronic media during Youth Council activities or
events (unless used for emergency purposes or with permission from a Youth Council leader)
• Attend all scheduled activities, arriving promptly, and staying for the duration, unless
arrangements are made beforehand
• During any overnight trip, be aware of noise levels in common hotel areas such as lobbies,
hallways, and sleeping areas, especially during late evening
• Maintain the spirit of each activity and event
• Report problems of any kind to a Youth Council leader
• Receive permission from a Youth Council leader/chaperone before visiting or gathering in a
hotel room
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Dress Code

FY 2021-2022 Youth Council learning to work together in an escape room exercise

Please remember that Hampton Youth Council participation includes visits to various
governmental departments and meetings with government and community leaders. Thus, we
expect that your attire be neat and professional at all times. You may be stylish as appropriate,
but tasteful. In the world of government and business this is often referred to as “business
casual.” This is not intended to be a comprehensive guide, but one that helps you in your
choice of attire for monthly meetings. If you have any questions as to what appropriate dress is,
please ask a Youth Council leader.
Guidelines include, but are not limited to:
• Uniform of the day
• Good personal hygiene is expected of all students
• Good grooming includes hair appropriately styled
• All clothing must cover the body with no openings, slits or holes that expose skin or
undergarments
• All clothing must be appropriately sized and worn with appropriate undergarments
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Appropriate and Inappropriate Behaviors
Appropriate Behaviors at an Activity or Event
• Side hugs
• Shoulder to shoulder or “temple” hugs
• Handshakes
• “High-fives” and hand slapping
• Verbal praise for a job well done (not regarding physical attributes)
Inappropriate Behaviors at an Activity or Event
• Inappropriate or lengthy embraces
• Kisses on the mouth
• Touching bottoms, chests, or genital areas
• Showing affection in isolated areas of a facility such as a bedroom, restroom, bathroom,
closet, staff-only area, or other private room
• Any form of unwanted affection, peer sexual harassment, or verbal abuse
• Compliments or insults that relate to physique or body development
• Going to an isolated area away from the group on your own, or being taken to an isolated
area by an adult or peer
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Cause for Removal
Cause for Removal from the Hampton Youth Council
• Arrested or convicted
• Expulsion or suspension from school
• An uncooperative or negative attitude or displaying disrespect

Grounds for Immediate Removal from the Hampton Youth Council
• Possession of an illegal weapon of any kind
• Purchase, possession, consumption, or distribution of illegal alcohol
• Purchase, possession, consumption, or distribution of illegal drugs
• Purchase, possession, distribution, or downloading of pornography
• Engaging in any form of peer sexual harassment

If you have any questions regarding any item contained in this Code of Contact, or
if a problem of any kind occurs during a Hampton Youth Council-sponsored activity
or event, please contact a Youth Council leader to discuss the matter.
Student participants and parents understand that failure to agree to and abide by
the Hampton Youth Council Code of Conduct means removal of the student from
participation in an activity or event, and/or possible removal from the program.
Any Hampton Youth Council member may be suspended or removed immediately with or
without
notice for behavior that, in the opinion of the Hampton City Manager and the Hampton City
Council Designated Leader, is inconsistent with the values outlined in this Code of Conduct
and/or the intent
of the Hampton Youth Council.
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City of Hampton Youth Council Members

2021 – 2022
Back Row left to Right
Dylan Carter
Carlos Ayometrzi-Cuebas
Darryl Sweatt
Christopher Williams
Caleb Seehafer

Front Row left to Right
Kaitllyn Linowski
Ciara Watkins
Sydney Reeves
Leah Meeks
Cara Bodie

Mayor Pro Tem Meeks
Councilmember Bodie

Mayor Hutchison
City Manager Cohilas
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City of Hampton Youth Council Members

2020 – 2021
Left to Right:
Kenzie Branch, Service Project Coordinator
Christopher Williams, Treasurer
Leah Meeks, Secretary
Angelina Green, Communication Officer

City of Hampton Youth Council
Carlos Ayometrzi-Cuebas,
MembersParliamentarian
Cara Bodie, Vice Chairperson
Caleb Seehafer, Chairperson
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2019 – 2020
Left to Right:
Victoria Schuette, Event Coordinator
Leila Barton, Vice Chairperson
Alexis Man, Secretary
Kennedy Lewis, Treasurer

Cameron Naulta, Service Project Coordinator
Caleb Seehafer, Chairperson
Lauryn Lewis, Communication Officer
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Photo Gallery of Youth Council Sponsored Events
5K Run
July 2, 2022

2020-2021 McBrayer Bathroom Painting Project
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After
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CITY OF HAMPTON
City Officials
Ann N. Tarpley, Mayor
Marty Meeks, Mayor Pro Tem
Shelia Barlow, Councilmember
Henry Byrd, Councilmember
Mary Ann Mitcham, Councilmember
Devlin Cleveland, Councilmember
Willie Turner, Councilmember
Alex Cohilas, City Manager
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