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	                                             20 East Main Street S.
	                                                                              Hampton, GA


Main Street Advisory Board Meeting Minutes
May 16, 2024 – 6:30 p.m.

Attendees:	Mary Ellen English-Kiszka, Leon Jackson, Mayor Ann Tarpley, Donnie Bryant, Kim Lunn, Wanda Moore, Kenda Woodard (Main Street Director), Amanda Cullinane (Main Street Coordinator)

Absent:  	Veronica Henderson, Glendora Dvine, Chandra Johnson, Keisha White-Williams.

Call to Order
On Thursday, May 16, 2024, the Hampton Main Street Advisory Board (MSAB) held its monthly meeting at the Historic Train Depot. The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairperson Mary Ellen English-Kiszka at 6:35p.m. 

Minutes
Mary Ellen English-Kiszka asked for a motion to approve the regular monthly meeting minutes held on April 18, 2024, Kim Lunn made the motion to approve, and Donnie Bryant seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous. The motion passed with no opposition.

Financials
Kenda Woodard provided a comprehensive review of the financial report to the board members in attendance. Donnie Bryant made the motion to approve the financial report, and Leon Jackson seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. The motion passed, with no opposition.

Chairman’s Report
Mary Ellen English-Kiszka welcomed the newly appointed and returning members: Mayor Ann Tarpley and Chandra Johnson (absent). The group discussed Chandra’s position on the board. Leon Jackson recited the Main Street Vision and Mission statements aloud for the board to hear. Kenda Woodard asked the board to briefly introduce themselves as new members were present. 

Old Business / Director’s Report
Main Street by-laws state that the Main Street Board should be comprised of nine members including ex-officio members: The Mayor and representatives from the following City Council appointed boards: DDA, and HHPC, along with the Community Development Director. Ms. Woodard asked each board member to review the by-laws, so the group can discuss them in detail at June’s meeting. A key point to discuss is the number of members and the required positions within the board. Mayor Ann Tarpley made the motion to send a formal letter acting as notification to Chandra Johnson that her resignation from the Main Street Board is being requested, if no response within 30 days her removal from the board will be automatic, and Donnie Bryant seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. The motion passed. Mayor Ann Tarpley made the motion to have the number of board members remain at nine, and Donnie Bryant seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. The motion passed.

Kenda Woodard shared an update regarding the Rosenwald Park project including the MOU shared between the City of Hampton and Henry County Chamber of Commerce / Arts Consortium. Mayor Ann Tarpley also shared her excitement for this project. This project is important in preserving and memorializing the historical importance of the Rosenwald School and neighborhood. 

At the last meeting, the board was given a previous work plan to familiarize themselves with, as well as current and past projects. Kenda Woodard asked that board members share this work plan with their respective boards. The Main Street Four Points Approach is represented by various boards. Design is through Historic Preservation, Organization is managed by Main Street, Promotion is funneled through a business association, and Economic Vitality is represented by the Downtown Development Authority. Kenda Woodard further explained the details found in the work plan. Soon, a joint retreat will be hosted where all boards will be in attendance to align the work plan with current projects and goals.

New Business
No new business.

Committee Reports 
Organization/Veronica Henderson

Promotions Committee/Merchants Association: Amanda Cullinane gave an update about upcoming events. Amanda shared that the 9th annual Hampton Day will be on the last Sunday of the month in McBrayer Park. American Legion Post 330 will host their annual Memorial Day service on Memorial Day at 9:30am. The upcoming Eats & Beats will be on June 7th. The city will celebrate Juneteenth on June 15th with a Market and Music on East Main Street. Several board members shared stories, appreciation, and the importance of Hampton Day. 

Design Committee/Hampton Historic Preservation Commission: Donnie Bryant shared an update stating that the HHPC has opened the history center on several Saturdays and one Sunday during the month of May. There has been a total of 7 visitors. Mr. Bryant also shared that their first COA meeting will be held on May 27th. He also shared that multiple board members attended the Main Street Now conference in Birmingham, AL. It was exciting to meet other historic preservation members from across the country.
Economic Vitality/Downtown Development Authority: Kenda Woodard shared that the DDA is waiting for their COA application from the attorney in reference to 24 E. Main. Once that is received, HPC will advertise a public hearing to move the process forward. Mayor Ann Tarpley asked a question regarding mural agreements with downtown business owners. Keisha White-Williams was not in attendance.

Open Discussion and Public Comment 
Wanda Moore shared with the group that there will be a volunteer opportunity to plant flowers at East Hampton Community Park. A date will be announced soon and shared with the various boards. A new business alliance will be established with the possibility of allowing businesses outside of the Main Street district to be affiliate members. Niama (guest) asked about the resources available to homeless individuals in the community. Mayor Tarpley and Wanda Moore were able to share the various resources and partnerships between the City and County. Kim Lunn also shared the programs available through the school system. It was also determined that Chaundra has a new email address and was never receiving the communications from Main St.
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Announcements
Next monthly meeting is on Thursday, July 18, 2024

Adjournment
A motion was made by Mayor Ann Tarpley and seconded by Leon Jackson to adjourn. The vote was unanimous. The meeting adjourned at 7:44p.m. 
						Minutes Approved By:

							__________________________
							Veronica Henderson
							Chair, Main Street Advisory Board
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