Hampton Greenway Master Plan

; S
by i, S
R s **
Rl “;:;_

-

o

mﬁ-ﬁ\\ \\\w&m







The Hampton Greenway
Master Plan




INTRODUCTION

On a typical day in Hampton Georgia, mothers hop.in their cars to take their children to
school, businessmen drive to the Speedway to catch the new shuttle bus to Atlanta, and
scores of healthy-minded citizens drive to McBrayer Park for a-jog around the loop.
Downtown shop owners get in their cars and drive to their shops, and SUV's full of chil-
dren make their way to North Forty Park for the afternoon baligame.

Imagine a different Hampton where school children safely walk or ride a bike to school,
businessmen walk to the Atlanta shuttie bus, and hundreds of residents exercise
throughout the City without ever getting into their cars. In the new Hampton, shop
owners would not only walk to work, but their patrons would walk to their stores as welll
Little league players and spectators could walk to the ballgame and leave the SUV's at
home.

The proposed Hampton Greenway will connect the city with a network of shady linear
parks and paved trails. These parks and trails will connect the commercial area on East
Main Street to neighborhoods, schools, parks, and the Atlanta Motor ‘Speedway with
safe, fun places to ride, skate,and walk. The dependency on cars for local trips will
wane. The Hampton greenway will become the transportation venue of choice for resi-
dents and visitors alike.

City leaders are poised to tackle the job of planning, -designing, and building a network
of greeways. and trails in Hampton. This master plan, commissioned by the Hampton
Downtown Development Authority, is the initial step toward implementing the development
of 8.5 miles of connected trails and greenways. Hampton will be transformed into a true
walkable city with a quality of life that other communities will envy.
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BENEFITS OF GREENWAYS
AND TRAILS

Conpecting the residents of Hampton with a system of
greenways and frails will dramatically enhance the iife-
style of its citizens in a positive way. Greenways and
trails offer transportation alternatives, recreational
choices, reserved parkland and more; they are social
places where friends meet and stay healthy together.
These frails will become valued elements of the infra-
structure defining the community as a preferred ad-
dress in the region.

The Hampton greenway will connect the weekend resi-
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AN ENHANCED QUALITY OF LIFE

The Hampton Greenway will literally bring a park to
everyone's doorstep. The greenways and trails proposed
in this plan will change most everyone's daily routine to
include morning walks with the dog, bike rides to school,
and evening strolis to the balipari.

Hampton will become healthier as exercising becomes
part of everyday life with such a convenient facility
nearby. “"Neighboring” will take the form of jogging
groups that meet daily, elderly citizens taking a stroll
to town together, and kids learning to bike and skate
without using the street. Families will recreate together
and with other families thereby improving community
cohesion. The 6reenway will quickly become a treasured
amenity that everyone will embrace.

other. Trails beckon outdoors to walk and talk
together. Law enforcement agencies agree that commu-
nities where people are active and recreate outside
together have less crime.

community support for the police. Bicycle patrols have
proven fo be an effective way to police small communi-~
ties, even without a greenway _ .0
trails, people are likely to engage officers and report
suspicious activity much more quickly than if the offi-
cers are in cars. There are no studies supporting the

notion that trails increase crime. There are numerous
studies and local experience in the Atlanta area which

tra .

LESS DEPENDENCY ON MOTORIZED TRAVEL

Hampton is small enough that most destinations are
easily within walking and biking distance if safe facili-
ties are in place. Developing the trail system will
reduce the dependency on automobiles resulting in
cleaner air, less traffic, and fewer fill-ups with gas.

Studies show that less than seventy percent of Ameri-
cans drive. The remaining thirty percent are either too
young, too old, or choose not to drive. The trail systen
will offer the non-driving public a safe and convenient
way %o travel around the city.

HIGHER PROPERTY VALUES

There are scores of studies from across the nation
which conclude proximity to greenways and trails en-
hances values. Neighbors to the Silver Comet
Trail and Freedom Pdrk Trail in Georgia have experi- -
enced a dramatic increase in their property values due
in part to the development of the trails. New projects
are connecting to these trails to provide seamless
access and developers are charging more for their
property in these projects as a result.

Nearby Peachtree City capitalized on the greenway
trail idea decades ago. Much of the appreciation real-
ized by property owners in Peachtree City can be
directly attributed to the greenways and trails that
weave through the city.

The Hampton Greenway wilt likely have a similar
effect on property values in Hampton. New residents
will want to buy homes with greenway access thereby
increasing property values adjacent to the trails.
Businesses near the trail will experience additional
revenue as residents and visitors arrive by trail.

Greenway
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METHODOLOGY

An energetic group of volunteers has been the driving force behind planning

greenways and trails

in Hampton. These individuals sought help from the

PATH Foundation to establish a trail system before new development engulfs
the City. This master plan was developed by PATH in cooperation with the
local volunteers and the City of Hampton. PATH and the City of Hampton
wish to acknowledge the complete cooperation and extraordinary dedication
received from these volunteers during the development of this plan.

PATH staff members met with various volunteers from the group to chart

desired destinations,

potential new development, trail-friendly property

owners, known easements, city-owned property, and known vistas and natural
features that will enhance the route of the greenway. During the subsequent
field trips, PATH made considerable effort to minimize the number of
privately-owned parcels needed fo develop the trails. PATH consulted with
the volunteer group to identify “trail-friendly” property owners and propose
the trail on their property where the opportunity existed. In some

cases, these property
group to solicit their

on their property,

owners had been contacted previously by the volunteer
support for the concept of having a frail and linear park

PATH and the volunteer group reconvensd to review the trail alignments pro-
posed after the field visits. Henry County plans were reviewed to make cer-

tain the Hampton plan

was compatible. The draft of this plan was reviewed

by volunteers, city officials,and the citizens of Hampton at a public meeting

-before the final document was released.
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Speedway Trail | Dowfown Hampton to the Atlanta Motor Speedway
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The Speedway Trail will connect the Park-N-Ride transit stop at the At-
lanta Motor Speedway to the proposed HUBB bike depot on James Street in
downtown Hampton. This trail will allow visitors to the Speedway to safely
cross over US-41 on a pedestrian bridge and visit the commercial and his-
torical districts of Hampton. It will also give Hamptonians pedestrian access
o the GRTA Xpress transit bus stop at the Speedway.

[t

The Speedway Trail will serve as the spine of the Hampton greenway
network as it links the city to “surburban” west neighborhoods and the race-
track. The 2.6 mile-long trail will pass through the recently constructed

of

trail will then traverse the greenspace presently owned by Southern

Staves and pass through the Hampton Ridge subdivision before entering the
\ east of US 41. Access to the trail is proposed from the shopping

area at the corner of US 41 and Woolsey Drive. The trail is then proposed

to parallgl or coincide with Woolsey Drive to the Xpress Park-N-Ride lot at

is rather easy to visualize citizens riding a bike or walking to the Park-
-Ride Jot from orie of the quaint Hampton neighborhoods and being shuttied
of f to worl in'the.big city. It is also g reasonable expectation that resi-
dents will-be viding the commtiter train to the new Hampton depot and using
Speedway Trail will sérve-as an exceptional recreational amenity for Hamp-
ton and its visitors as. it links key destinations and promotes a sense of com-

Trailhead behind

commercial s
district on Greenway .

Pocket Park and ' S L Bridge over
. Interprefive st fonans grg:ek
- Ovérlook af near US41

I

TRATL PH, 1 3 2 F =
Dgsg'npﬁ%ik ' : : 10' WIDE CONCRETE P H: 2.6 MILES ) COST: $1,960,00¢ 7



Bear Creek Trail

space abounds either side of Bear Creek between Liberty Square and
the Speedway. This is an ideal venue for quiet, shady bike rides on the Bear
Creek Trail. The corridar is typically a flood plain but not a wetland. The
land cannot be developed in typical fashion, however it provides an incredible
opportunity for a natural linear park and trail.

The Bear Creek Trail will intersect the Speedway Trail in the low land across
from the Woolsey Drive entrance to Afldnta Motor Speedway. The trail will
parallel Béar Creek northward, providing linkage to the Post Office and com-
mercial center on Oak Street and to the Liberty Square community.

. v ) . runiti
to view wildlife, lowlond vegetation, and a mountain-like stream unspoiled by
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POINTS.OF Intersection Post Office
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APPROXIMATE LENGTH:

1.1 MILES

Liberty Square
Communi

ESTIMATED COST: $480,000
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North Forty Trail

Today, residents of Hampton who visit North Forty Park must get in a car
ond drive there. West Main Street, the only access to the park,

Is starcely wide enough for two cars and has no sidewalk to the adjacent
aeighborhoods. Pedestrians and bicyclists who attempt to share the road are
‘in harms way, expecially before and after park events. The North Forty
Trafl will connect everyone in Hampton 1o the park thereby: promoting walking
and biking to park events.

It is uch éasier to install bike nacks tham it is to expand parking lofs. The
¢ - ~North Forty Trail will encourage. citizens-of Hampton to take a healthy walk
;- ‘or bike ride to the park rather than arriving by car.

The route for this 1.4 mile-long trail was chosen to minimize the number of

* private properties-invoived. The trail will connect the Liberty Square commu-
... - nity ond the Bear Cregk trail to North Forty Park and the proposed Senjor
¢, u Citizen's facility. - This frait will form the torth segment of the greenway-
» " loop arowid the City.  : : ' _
""" New developn likely occur. along eithér side of the North Forty Trail.

: developinent wil ‘
+ " This makes it importairt for the community fo acquire as much right-of-way
 + 2For the greenway-ds.possible to ihsure’that the trees and greenspace.on.

. either side of the'trail do not disappear.as new homes are bullt nearby. This
trail will no-doiib Thorease the adjacent praperty values and serve as.fhe -
O i . ) s ,in”” ) ...ﬁ::r 0 ' ”% m &
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.. DESCRIPTION: SURFACE: 10° WIDE CONCRETE
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ESTIMATED COST: $445,000



SChOOl Daze Trail Speedway Trail to North Forty Park and Trail
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Hampton Elementary School should be connected to the surrounding P
 with sidewalks and safe places to cross streets. Naigh-
borhoods less than 500 feet away are seperated from the school by
either busy: streets with no sidewalks or a forest. The School Daze
Trail will connect the school to the balance of the greenway system
enabling children to safely walk or bike to school from almost any

neighborhood in Hampton.

The School Daze Trail will also provide a connection to North Forty
ark, thereby expanding the recreational facilities at the school.
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TRAIL PHASE
DESCRIPTION:

PROPOSED SURFACE: 10' WIDE CONCRETE APPROXIMATE LENGTH:  0.9MILES ESTIMATED COST: $295,000



DePOt Trail City Limits South of SR 20 to City Limits near Elmwood

The future growth in Hampton will likely be concentrated south
mdeastwﬂhthcmandimprovedSRZO and the proposed

mmutumﬂdqnfonthehﬂzon The Depot Trail will extend
.fhuumeitylllmsfofhe southern city limits, con-
wmanstofthecutyfofheproposeddepot
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Depot Trail can be extended south along Old Griffin Road,

E

d-east to md new subdivisions with time. For now this
will serve the citizens of Fiéld Street Station, Eimwood,
Haimpton Place, and the Ehlsmncorﬂderosacom
to the greenway svstqn southern mile of the trail will
- eventually conmect the dupnttotheexcsmgdmfmm
mdth‘bq‘hmeoffhesysm
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- ;gg“a;’f,‘:%i PROPOSED SURFACE: 10" WIDE CONCRETE APPROXIMATE LENGTH: 2.5 MILES ESTIMATED COST: $770,000




| DESIGN STANDARDS

THE CITY OF HAMPTON WISHES TO DEVELOP A WORLD-CLASS GREENWAY AND TRAIL SYSTEM FOR THE CITY THAT CAN |
BE EXTENDED TO INCLUDE NEW DEVELOPMENT ANTICIPATED IN THE COMING YEARS. EMPHASIS WILL BE ON QUALITY
AND DURABILITY RATHER THAN QUICK MILES ON THE GROUND.

THE PATH FOUNDATION HAS ESTABLISHED DESIGN STANDARDS THAT HAVE SERVED NEIGHBORING COMMUNITIES
WELL. WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS, THE HAMPTON GREENWAY WILL BE DEVELOPED WITH THE DESIGN STANDARDS USED BY |.

DESIEN STANDARDS FOR THE HAMPTON GREENWAY
TRAIL SURFACE: FIVE-INCH THICK, 3000 PSI CONCRETE WITH A MEDIUM BROOM FINISH

TRAIL WIDTH: NOMINALTBQFEETWIDE:SPURTRAILSANDCONBECITONSWILLBEEIGHTFEETWIDE
SHOULDERS: 6RASSED, MINIMUM THREE FEET WIDE
AMENITIES: BLACK METAL BENCHES, SIGN POSTS, AND TRASH RECEPTACLES (PICTURED)

SIGNS & STRIPPING: STANDARD SI6NS WITH BLACK REVERSE: CENTER LINE STRIPING

BRIDGES PRE-ENGINEERED BLACK METAL BRIDGES WHEN OVER THIRTY FEET LONG:
BOARDWALK BRIDGES WHEN SPAN IS UNDER THIRTY FEET (PICTURED)
CROSSINGS: “"URBAN" STRIPED CROSSWALKS WITH WARNING SIGNS FOR TRAIL & MOTORIST
REST STOPS: INDIVIDUALLY LOCATED AND DESIGNED TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF VIEWS, EXISTING TREES, ETC.
BOARDWALKS: PRESSURED TREATED LUMBER WITH RAILING (PICTURED) :
ALL TRAIL SEGMENTS TO BE HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE AND BUILT TO A.A S H.T.O. STANDARDS ".‘, AT :
SUMMARY MATRIX (COST DOES NOT INCLUDE PURCHASE OF LAND)
COSTOF |

APPROX | APPROX| BASE COST BRIDGES/ TOTAL
PRELIMINARY NAME |LENGTH | WIDTH | TO CONSTRUCT | BOARDWALKS COST

(MILES) | (FEET) | (ESTIMATE) | (ESTIMATE) | (ESTIMATE).
$1.960,000

&3

SPEEDWAY TRAIL 26| 10FT $685000]  $1275,000
BEAR CREEK TRAIL 11| 10FT $320,000 $160,000] _$480,000 |
NORTH FORTY TRA 14| 10FT $370,000 $85,000
SCHOOL DAZE TRAIL 09| 10FT $235,000 $60,000

DEPOT TRAIL 25| 10FT $660,000 $110,000
TOTALS 85 $2.270000|  $1.690.000 |




. MAINTENANCE AND SECURITY

Maimeﬂdncc .

A coMprehensiw maimmnce program must be in place before the Hampton greenway is-builtl The
Hampton Greenway is being proposed .as o “maintenance friendly” facility with a durable concrete
surface and' metal amenities and bridges. The City of Hampton must identify a source of funding
that will pat‘pe‘lneﬂy maintain the greesways and keep them in peak condition.

, m cre nddiml stﬂndards fhnf clm be incorporated into the deslga that will reduce maintenance
. . ; ,., s, _.'.-, |vr

5N Nuithed shouldu-s mﬂur fhm seed in natural areas.

«.=?~',“. Cledred ten feet or more from the edges of, and dbove, trails in natural areas to

‘mirimize ¢ need for frimmiing aind debris removal.
L Trah r&uﬁtoclss instufled g&&rwsly along trail route.

v's mmﬁmuce progmm friends of the trail should agree to “adopt” sections
;mimm; stqch qt planting flowers, wceding, réporhng problems etc.

p) e SRS T L

, _ : ‘Metfa Atlanta during the period; of- 2000-2005. was $8,000 per
s ;,isinformn‘l‘ionﬂuﬁhyccnusefoesfablishmaminlbudgefmhymfcr _
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The; perception by many is that trails are unsafe unless patrolled by police. In rcclify, mﬂs
m self patrolled by the people who use them.

The City of Hampton Police Department will recognize the development of the Hampton Green-
wdy. as an opportunity to interact with citizens by estublishing a bicycle patrol along the trail
N ‘and-through adjacerit- neighborhoods. These patrols have been ‘extraordinarily siccessful in

- Atlante and DeKalb, Cobb, and Paulding Counties. Officers find they stay better informed and
" m able to przvcnf erimes more easily on bicycle patrol than they ever did in their cars.

Thc citizens shwld gladly accept.the concept of having police officei's on trails behind their
~homes -as-well -ds oh the street out front. Trail crime is virtudlly nonexistent nationwide. There
is rio, Fensoh to bclléve Hampton's-: experkneg wiﬂ- trails will be any dlffcrem

PO « «.Greenway
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IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

The City of Hampton has the opportunity to establish a network of linear parks and trails before
anticipated development arrives. Regardless of how the City develops, a labyrinth of greenspace
and trails weaving through the City will only enhance the property values and quality of life for
everyone who chooses Hampton as their hometown. It is important to take action now to preserve

the opportunities and secure the future of the Greenway system. The City and the sponsoring
group should:

4‘OfﬁchllyadoptfheHamptonGreemyMcsterPlanandmkeﬁparfoffheCify’s
Comprehensive Land Use Plan to preserve land for the greenway as development is proposed.

_.t Submit the adopted plan to the Atlanta Regional Commission and the Georgia Regional
Transportation Authority as part of the regional transportation plan.

4 Organize a “friends of the trail” group to guide development of the trail.

4 Submit copies of the adopted plan to U.S. and State legislators with a cover letter
asking for financial assistance to implement the plan. ‘

_»tMacopyaffheodopud»plmto&mgobepamm#TmmmBm
member with a letter notifying her that the City intends fo seek Transportation
Enhancement (TE) funding for segments of the project. :

4‘prmhwvat¢propeﬂymnalmthe&umoynmwseekdomﬂmsofhnd
and easements for the project. Any acquisition must be completed prior to seeking TE
funding or after environmental work for the TE project is completed.

.'3’ Amend future city water and sewer easements to allow for recreational trails over new
water and sewer lines.

& Adopt an ordinance to govern activity on the trails.
4 Establish a trail maintenance program.

4‘ Prioritize trail segments based on availability of right-of-way, community support, and
funding requirements.

4 Complete a TE funding application and submit chiring the fall of 2005 for ACT'ETo,
the first segment of the Hampton Ereenway. R
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